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Take-Home Final exam
There are three parts to the exam; you must answer all parts.  Completed exams must be turned in to my office, Saint Joseph's 118, next Thursday, Dec. 13, by 4:00.  If I am not there it’s fine to slip it under my door.  You must also submit a copy to Turnitin.com; I will not grade any final that isn’t uploaded to that site.
Commentary I (20 percent)
Discuss the following table, identifying the significance of its data in American history.  You need write only a paragraph – say, 200 words – for this part of the exam.
	
	Slave Prices
	Value of the slave stock
	Slave population

	
	Prime male field hands, 
New Orleans*
	Average slave
	
	

	
	Phillips†
	Engerman†
	Kotlikoff†
	
	
	

	Year
	Dollars
	Dollars
	Dollars
	Dollars
	Million Dollars
	Number

	1800
	520
	----
	----
	----
	----
	----

	1810
	900
	624
	----
	277
	316
	1,191,362

	1820
	970
	875
	875
	393
	610
	1,538,022

	1830
	810
	591
	579
	273
	577
	2,009,043

	1840
	1,020
	773
	800
	377
	997
	2,487,355

	1850
	1,100
	756
	697
	377
	1,286
	3,204,313

	1860
	1,800
	1,513
	1,451
	778
	3,059
	3,953,760


Source: Excerpted from Historical Statistics of the United States: Millennial Edition.  
* That is, in the slave market at New Orleans, one of the most important in the South.
† Phillips, Engerman, and Kotlikoff are historians, and the figures in the columns below their names represent their best estimates of slave prices.
Commentary II (30 percent)
Comment on one (1) of the following passages, describing its historical context and identifying its significance to American history before the Civil War.  A satisfactory answer will require an extended discussion – not a full essay, but not a couple of sentences either.
1. 
After some further conversation I said, that men who have power too often misapplied it; that though we made slaves of Negroes, and the Turks made slaves of the Christian, I believed that liberty was the natural right of all men equally.  This he did not deny, but said the life of the Negroes were so wretched in their own country that many of them lived better here than there.  I replied, “There is great odds in regard to us on what principle we act”; and so the conversation on that subject ended.
— From the journal of John Woolman, Quaker, 1757.
2.
Q. What are the present taxes in Pennsylvania, laid by the laws of the colonies?
A. There are taxes on all estates, real and personal; a poll tax; a tax on all offices, professions, trades, and businesses, according to their profits; and excise on all wine, rum, and other spirit; and a duty of ten pounds per head on all Negroes imported….
Q. Are not the colonies, from their circumstances, very able to pay the stamp duty?
A. In my opinion there is not gold and silver enough in the colonies to pay the stamp duty for one year….
Q. What was the temper of America towards Great Britain before the year 1763?
A. The best in the world.  They submitted willingly to the government of the Crown, and paid, in all their courts, obedience to acts of Parliament…..
Q. What is your opinion of a future tax, imposed on the same principle with that of the Stamp Act?  How would Americans receive it?
A. Just as they do this.  They would not pay it.
— Benjamin Franklin, testifying before Parliament in London, 1766
Essay (50 percent).
Drawing on material from lectures, the assigned readings, and discussion, write an essay on one (1) of the following topics.  Support the arguments and generalizations in your essay with specific examples and facts.  
1. “The boisterous sea of liberty,” wrote Thomas Jefferson in 1820, “is never without a wave.”  Discuss the idea of liberty from the first settlements to the Civil War.  What did liberty mean to Americans during the colonial period?  Did its meaning change over time, and, if so, how?  And what did liberty mean for Americans in all sections of the country between the Revolution and the Civil War?
2. Throughout the semester I have noted that the period that we were studying saw the country grow from a scattering of colonies that hugged the Atlantic seaboard to a nation that spanned a continent.  Discuss this growth with reference to three of the following: gender, labor, land, religion, or industry.
